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Legal Framework: Links to Ofsted and  

SIAMS Expectations 
 

The Ofsted School Inspection Handbook, updated 16 September 2024,  

points 344-45, states: 

Inspectors will evaluate the effectiveness of the school’s provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural education. This is a broad concept that can be seen across  

the school’s activities but draws together many of the areas covered by the personal 

development judgement.   

 

Provision for the spiritual development of pupils includes developing their: 

• ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life  

• knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world 

around them  

• use of imagination and creativity in their learning  

• willingness to reflect on their experiences. 

 

 

The SIAMS Framework includes the questions: 

• IQ2B: How is spiritual development an intrinsic part of the curriculum? 

• IQ3: How is daily collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish spiritually? 

• IQ3E: How does the trust contribute to and enhance the school’s worship and spiritual life? 
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School Statement on Spirituality 
To talk about spirituality is, essentially, to talk about something which is beyond words. To 

make conversations about spirituality more accessible to every member of our school 

community, Cranham C of E Primary has chosen to follow ideas developed by the Education 

Department at the Diocese of Gloucester.  

This language of spirituality begins from a Christian understanding that everyone is a valued 

creation, individually and uniquely made by God, like pots made by a potter (Isaiah 64:8). Yet, in 

life things happen that impact on the physical ‘pot’ of life and create cracks that provide a 

glimpse of something ‘beyond’ the tangible. Christians would view this as an opportunity to 

relate to the Divine Creator God.  

Cracks may be caused when something so good and breath-taking happens that the pot 

expands and cracks – the wows of life. 

Cracks may happen when something challenging happens and threatens the comfort of 

everyday – the ows of life. 

Cracks can also happen in the stillness and ordinariness of everyday – the nows of life, when a 

moment of stillness, a pause or prayer creates a crack in the normal, physical everyday. 

In these special moments there is a spiritual opportunity. Kintsugi, the Japanese art of mending 

broken ceramics with golden joinery or glue, turns something that has been broken into 

something even more beautiful. Using this metaphor, the wows, ows and nows of life offer the 

possibility of cracks that are filled with gold and make the pot even more beautiful. The gold in 

the cracks reflect a little of the wonder of spirituality.  

Cranham C of E Primary uses this language and the concepts of wows, ows and nows. Spiritual 

flourishing is therefore understood by this school as relating better to: 

- ourselves 

- others 

- the wider natural world and beyond 

- and offering the invitation to relate to God 

 

Approach to Spirituality 

 

Spirituality Within in the Ethos of the Daily Life of the School 

In Cranham C of E Primary, we view spiritual flourishing as becoming more and more aware of 

one’s natural, innate spirituality. These opportunities happen throughout each and every day as 

children deal with delight, disappointment and the chance to be present with themselves.   
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For this reason, every member of the school community, including midday supervisors and 

administrative staff, are familiar with the school’s shared language of spirituality and will 

respond to pupils appropriately.  

Throughout the daily life of the school, including lunch times and playtimes, pupils know that 

their references to wows, ows and nows will be heard and taken seriously. They will be 

encouraged to reflect on these experiences and be comfortable about talking about the 

golden glue of spirituality.  

The older children take on roles and responsibilities that develop their own spiritual reflection 

and support the school’s ethos. The Year 6 children are allocated a ‘Buddy’ in Reception, which 

encourages them to reflect on their own Primary journey and how they have grown. Those 

children in Upper KS2 are also asked to be Peer mediators, which promotes their own 

compassionate and reflective side. It also provides a platform for younger children to share 

their ows, wows and nows with a different person.  

 

Our school vision “Sowing the seeds of learning, through courage, compassion and 

community” is underpinned by the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13: 1-9 and 18-23). As a rural 

school, with many farming families, this parable makes sense to both our children and parents 

who can identify fully with the analogy of growth, and of flourishing under the right conditions. 

The children are able to make clear comparisons with academic learning: those who don’t want 

to try to understand; those who begin to understand but don’t focus enough to let the 

knowledge take root; those who are distracted by the world around them which chokes away 

the understanding; those who listen fully, understand and let the knowledge grow in their heart 

so that they can go on to teach others. But of course, the real power of this parable is in our 

spiritual growth: the courage and effort it takes to nurture the good seed within us, despite the 

distractions of the world around us, to be the very best versions of ourselves and to flourish 

spiritually, academically, physically, socially and mentally. ‘Sowing the seeds of learning’ reflects 

our desire to nurture the goodness inside each of us within our school community, both adult 

and child, so that we flourish in every way, and then go on to spread that goodness a hundred 

times what was sown; Cranham Church of England Primary strives to provide the fertile soil 

required for this. 

Organisation 

The spiritual growth of pupils is not only dependent on learning in RE; opportunities for 

enhancing the spiritual well-being of learners are developed in every aspect of our school life.  

We support the whole school community to share this responsibility and to develop the shared 

language of spirituality.  Opportunities are available for all to develop spiritually in our 

supportive and nurturing school inspired by our vision and lived out through our Christian 

values.   

For our children to flourish, they need a sense of community. Because we are a small village 

school, we know each of our children and their families in depth; our strength of community is 

outstanding and this allows us to serve and support our families as well as our children. We 

work hard at Cranham to develop strong relationships with parents and carers, and to involve 

families and the wider community in the life of the school. We are situated in one of the most 
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beautiful parts of the country and our attachment to nature around us is important to our 

children. We love to be outdoors and to feel part of the Cranham Community so we can often 

be found down in the woods enjoying outdoor learning, or in the church which we see as our 

very special 'Extra Classroom'. 

We have identified specific areas which contribute to the spiritual growth of pupils: collective 

worship, the whole curriculum, including RE and the general ethos of the school within daily life.  

Spirituality flourishing in Collective Worship 

Collective Worship is the beating heart of Cranham C of E Primary. It provides the opportunity 

for our school community to share experiences, ideas and understanding. It is the context in 

which the language of spirituality, which we use as a school, is regularly and explicitly shared.  

Collective Worship provides the opportunity for pupils to become aware of the importance of 

reflection and how our positive and negative experiences can be formative. It also provides a 

real sense of being present (now moments) which are often linked to invitations to pray.  

Through daily Collective Worship, pupils are offered a space and a place for hearing the 

Christian story. They are offered an understanding of worship by being invited to participate in, 

or observe, Christian spiritual practices such as prayer, reading and reflection on the Bible and 

liturgy, and are introduced to different musical traditions. A particularly important part of our 

Collective Worship is our discussion of how the day’s conversation might feed into a prayer, 

through our prayer building slide in each presentation. 

We hold a specific in-class Worship each week which focuses on Spirituality. The outcomes of 

this worship are gathered into our class Spirituality books and these are available for children to 

look at throughout the week. Opportunities to reflect on the wows of life such as beauty and 

joy of the world are given, as well as time to reflect on and empathise with the ow moments of 

disappointment or pain. Pupils are given time to consider their responsibilities to others and to 

grow in love and service. Time is given for celebration, both for the accomplishments of school 

members; this includes our Values Pebbles, which is when children are given a special 

decorated pebble to take home when they have shown one of our Christian values in school or 

at home. We also mark seasonal Christian festivals and celebrations in the calendars of other 

faiths. In this way pupils are offered time to be able to contemplate and develop spiritually.  

Collective Worship in Cranham C of E Primary is invitational, inspirational and inclusive. For 

further details, please refer to Cranham C of E Primary Collective Worship Policy. 

Spirituality in Religious Education 

The Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement outlines the aims and expectations for 

Religious Education in Church of England Schools and guides this school’s approach to RE and 

spirituality.  

Learning activities in RE provide for the needs of all pupils, offering a safe space to explore their 

own religious, spiritual and/or philosophical ways of seeing, living and thinking, believing and 

belonging. They provide opportunities to engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with 

those of all religions and worldviews, linking these to pupils’ ideas of spirituality and the 

language of wows, ows and nows where appropriate.  
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For further details, please refer to Cranham C of E Primary Religious Education Policy and The 

Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement. 

Spirituality within the Curriculum 

Our vision refers to three key values: courage, compassion and community. Each value is in 

focus for one seasonal term, each year and our two-year rolling programme has been designed 

to match the termly value. For example, the Key Stage One theme of Superheroes, which 

focuses on the Emergency services, is taught alongside the Compassion value. These values are 

then explored through 3-4 linked values (chosen by the School Council in 2019).  

Drawing on the language of wows, ows and nows, conversations around spirituality will be 

included in classroom teaching when appropriate from Reception to Year 6.  

Drawing on the language of wows, ows and nows, conversations around spirituality will be 

included in classroom teaching when appropriate from Reception to Year 6. 

 

Maths 

In our maths curriculum, we focus on nurturing understanding step-by-step. We consider more 

than just the black and white of mathematical understanding and take opportunities to branch 

out and discuss the beauty and wonder of number patterns. We consider what types of things 

cannot be measured, such as love or compassion. 

 

Reading 

In our reading curriculum, we take very opportunity to examine spirituality as we learn about 

the characters in our books and what drives them. We think about how they cope with the 

challenges in their lives: their ‘ow’ moments. We consider what big events inspired authors to 

write their stories. We make the time to talk about the ‘wow’ moments within literature – the 

things that have surprised or amazed us about a piece of writing, and in particular, poetry. 

 

Writing  

Each of our writing units begins with a ‘wow’ moment through which we aim to hook our 

children, to sow the seed of inspiration which will carry them through to their final piece. In our 

writing curriculum, we strive to make our writing haver a purpose so that all children know that 

their writing is valued. We make time to carefully edit, proof-read, and redraft so that a finished 

piece can be published in some way, whether on our website, by being shared with another 

class, by being sent in the post, by being displayed in a special place, by being sent in the post, 

by being made into a library compilation. We regularly celebrate writing as something more 

than just the mundane – something truly creative and unique which is reflecting a little piece of 

the author’s soul. 

 

DT 

In our DT curriculum, we always make the time to consider what motivates designers and their 

decisions. For example, while some objects are truly functional, others are created to be 
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aesthetically pleasing. Was the designer driven only by the desire to make money? Or the 

desire to make improvements to the world around them? Or by the desire to create something 

beautiful?  

 

Music 

In music, the ‘wow’ moments really come to life! Our enjoyment of music is so subjective – 

what is it that makes us love or hate a tune? What style of music ‘invites you to explore the 

mystery that dances within your soul’ (K. Hall)? What styles of music have the opposite effect? 

How does music encourage creativity, delight, and curiosity? 

 

Languages 

Through our Spanish curriculum, we think about what motivates some people to learn a 

language? For example, buying an ice cream on holiday or welcoming and comforting a 

stranger in our country? What does it feel like to genuinely communicate with someone in a 

new language? 

 

Geography  

Our geography curriculum considers the beauty of the natural world around us – how physical 

geography has its very own ‘wows’! We also think about the ‘ows’ of human geography as we 

learn about the inequalities of the world and how we can play a role in making a better future. 

 

History  

Our history curriculum tells the stories of those ‘wow’ and ‘ow’ moments through time – those 

points in our local, national or global history which have caused great excitement or great pain. 

As well as learning the facts, we take the time to consider the lessons that can be learned. 

 

PE 

Our PE curriculum helps us to understand the ‘wows’ about ourselves; it helps us challenge 

ourselves to achieve more than we thought we could and to take pride in these achievements. 

It teaches us the self-awareness of a sports-person – the focus and calm that is needed to 

control our bodies, as well as the joy we feel in movement, connectedness, creativity and 

competition. Our taught, along with our sports clubs, help us to recognise and celebrate 

equality, freedom, respect and trust. 

 

Science 

Our science curriculum helps us celebrate the ‘wows’ and the ‘ows’ of the physics, the biology 

and the chemistry around us. We make time to linger longer on the wonders of science, not 

just the facts, and we think about what questions we have that cannot be answered by science. 
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Art 

Our art curriculum invites us to explore the wonder of the human soul! Why do we appreciate 

the beauty of an image or object when there is no scientific benefit to this? Why do we differ in 

our opinions of what is beautiful? We also consider the ‘wows’ and ‘ows’ in the stories behind 

the artists we study. We celebrate how each of us has a very individual response to art and that 

this should be respected. 

 

PSHE & RSE 

Our PSHCE and RSE curriculum explores topics such as relationships, feelings & attitudes, 

keeping safe and ‘your body’ where are the natural links with the wows, ows and nows. We 

speak with honesty and sensitivity when exploring these topics to gently reflect the language of 

spirituality already used throughout our school. 

 

All Subjects 

Throughout all our curriculum, we strive to inspire our children with the ‘wow’ moments which 

really engage them with each topic. We also work hard to celebrate success within each subject 

– those moments when the children achieve their own ‘wows’! Our creative curriculum allows 

us to explore those vital personal and social skills: we teach children to notice when others are 

suffering and to act upon the compassion they feel stirring within – to care not just for 

themselves, but for one another so that we can all flourish personally, mentally and socially. We 

endeavour to support children when learning is challenging, in particular for our SEN children. 

Well supported by our SENCo, our teachers scaffold where needed to ensure that the ‘ows’ of 

frustration are minimised and the joy of learning is paramount. We also take the time to remind 

the children to appreciate the everyday moment of concentration and being in the present, 

creating a sense of calm and completeness as they learn.  

 

Roles and Responsibilities 
Recognising there are opportunities for enhancing the spiritual well-being of learners in every 

aspect of our school life, every member of our staff team is committed to support this spiritual 

flourishing wherever appropriate. 

The Headteacher is responsible for supporting and leading spiritual development in our school, 

including monitoring opportunities for spiritual flourishing in collective worship, the whole 

curriculum (including RE) and the general ethos of the school within daily life. 

This role also includes: 

• Ensuring personal knowledge and expertise are kept up-to-date by participating  

in CPD and shared good practice 

• Providing and sourcing in-service training for staff as necessary 

• Ensuring all staff are familiar with the shared language of spirituality 

• Acquiring and organising appropriate resources, managing a budget,  

when necessary 



 

Page 10 of 12 
 

• Monitoring the opportunities for spiritual growth through regular observations  

and learning walks in both formal and informal contexts, discussions with colleagues and 

pupil voice 

• Contributing to the SIAMS self-evaluation process particularly around IQ2 and IQ3. 

 
 

Staff Development and Training 
 

We ensure that all staff, including support staff, receive appropriate training and opportunities 

for professional development, both as individuals and as groups  

or teams.   

 

ECTs and staff who are new to (insert name of school) will receive training and support from the 

staff member identified as leading on spirituality.   

 

 

Development, Sharing, Review and Monitoring of this Policy 
 

Development 

This policy was developed by the school/trust taking account of relevant legislation and 

guidance, stakeholder input (e.g. staff and governor consultation), and current school priorities. 

It should be read alongside related policies and documents, including: 

 

• Safeguarding/Child Protection; Behaviour; SEND; Equality; Curriculum; Complaints 

 

Sharing and Accessibility 

This policy is published on the school website so it is accessible to parents, carers and other 

stakeholders. All staff are made aware of the policy and any updates via staff handbook; 

induction; briefing; CPD; email. Where appropriate, pupils are made aware of key elements of 

this policy in an accessible, age-appropriate way. 

 

Review and Approval 

This policy is reviewed every two years by the Ethos Committee, which considers any views 

expressed by parents, pupils and staff. The committee’s recommendations are reported to the 

full governing body/board for approval and action as appropriate. As with all policy reviews, we 

ensure alignment with current statutory requirements, with other relevant policies, and with the 

school’s Christian vision. 

 

Monitoring of Implementation and Impact 

Governors monitor the implementation and impact of this policy in line with the board’s 

monitoring schedule and the school’s monitoring arrangements  

(e.g. headteacher reports, link governor visits, committee scrutiny, and relevant data). 
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Additional Support Material  
 

Useful questions for the school to consider: 

• How does the school’s Christian vision provide opportunities to meet the spiritual 

needs of learners? 

• How does an awareness of spirituality permeate school life? 

• What is the impact of this for the learner (and staff and the wider community)? 

• How are staff inducted and supported so that they have a shared understanding of 

spirituality and spiritual development?  

 

Prayer used by the School: 

Mysterious God, 

Most of the time we can explain what happens in the world by science 

But sometimes we may see a glimpse of something beyond: 

The joy of making a new friend, 

The excitement of being able to do something today which we couldn’t do yesterday, 

The delight of warm sun on our faces or splashing in cold puddles. 

In these wow moments, when we’re aware of something beyond, 

Help us to be open to the idea of you, God. 

 

Comforting God,  

Most of the time we feel safe and secure 

But sometimes life can be difficult and painful and we long for something beyond: 

Someone who understands what it’s like to be alone, 

Or let down by friends, 

Or feel like they have nowhere to call home. 

In these ow moments, help us to be open to something beyond 

And brave enough to reach out and pray. 
 

Constant God, 

Most of the time we are busy running or learning or playing, 

But sometimes it’s good simply to be, help us then to glimpse something beyond the 

everyday: 

When we are still, 

When we are present to ourselves, 

When there is nothing to distract us. 

In these now moments, help us to be open your possibility God 

And help us to pray. 

Amen 
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Spirituality Conversation Starters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning from wow Experiences 

What I’ve learnt from this wonderful wow experience… 
I think this is amazing because… 
The biggest day in my life was… 
A person who I think is really good is… 
What matters most to me is… 
I am most thankful for… 

 

Learning from now Experiences 

What I’ve learnt from this now experience… 
What I’ve learnt about love is… 
The world would be a better place if… 
I can find peace by… 
I think God is like… 
One thing I wonder about God is… 
I felt God was near me when… 
Silence makes you feel… 
 

 


